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| The. Hon. SIMON an. in the Chair, | 


12655 Uianredviny, That le following Circular 


Itter, reported by aur Committee of Correſpondence, bs 
adopted and prizes, 


1 HIS Letter is addreſſed to you from the Cor- 


reſponding Committee of the Society of United 
Ixiſhmen in Dublin. 


We incloſe the Declaration of Political Prinei- 
ples. which we have ſubſcribed, and the Teſt which 


we. have. taken, as a. ſocial and ſacred compact to 
bind. us more cloſely together, : 


- The 4 of this Inſtitution is to make an 
United Society of the Iriſh Nation, to make all 
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| 1nſhmen—Citizens ;—all Citizens —lriſnmen; no- 
thing appearing to us more natural at all times, 
and at this criſis of Europe more ſeaſonable, than 
that thoſe who have common intereſts, and com- 
mon enemies, who ſuffer common wrongs, and lay 
claim to common rights, ſnould know each other, 
and ſhould act together. In our opinion ignorance 
has been the demon of diſcord, which has ſo long 
_ deprived Iriſhmen, not only of the bleſſings of 
* well regulated government, but even the common 
benefits of civil ſociety, Peace in this iſland has 
hitherto been a peace on the principles and with 
the conſequences of civil war. For a century paſt 
there has indeed been tranquillity, but to moſt of 
our dear countrymen it has been the tranquillity of 
a dungeon; and if the land has lately proſpered, 
it has been owing to the goodneſs of Providence, 
and the ſtrong efforts of Human Nature reſiſting 
and overcoming the malignant influence of a mi- 
ſerable adminiſtration. 


To reſiſt this influence, which rules by diſcord, 
and embroils by ſyſtem, it is vain to act as indivi- 
duals or as parties; - It becomes neceſſary by an 
union of minds, and a knowledge of each other, 
to will and to act as a nation. To know each other 
is to know ourſelves the weakneſs of one and the 
ſtrength of many. Union, therefore, is power 
it is wiſdom—it muſt prove liberty. 


Our deſign, therefore, in forming this Society, 
is to give an example, which, when well followed, 
muſt colle& the public will, and concentrate the 
public power, into one ſolid maſs; the effect of 
which once put in motion, muſt be rapid, momen- 
tous, and — 
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In thus aſſociating we have a little about 
our anceſtors much of our poſterity. Are we 
for ever to walk like beaſts of prey, over fields which 
theſe anceſtors ſtained with blood? In looking 
back, we ſee nothing on the one part but ſavage 
force ſucceeded. by ſavage policy ; on the other, 
an unfortunate nation * ſcattered and peeled, me- 
ted out and trodden down!” We ſee a mutual in- 
tolerance, and a common carnage of the firſt mo- 
ral emotions of the heart, which leads us to eſteem 
and place confidence in our fellow creatures. We 
fee this, and are filent. But we gladly look for- 
ward to brighter proſpects to a people united 
in the fellowſhip of freedom to a Parliament 
the expreſs image of that People to a proſ- 
perity eſtabliſned on civil, political, and religious 
Liberty — to a peace not the gloomy and 
precarious ſtillneſs of men brooding over their 
wrongs, but that ſtable tranquility which reſts on 
the rights of human nature, and leans on the arms 
by which theſe rights are to be maintained. 


Our principal rule of conduct has been, to at- 
tend to thoſe things in which we agree, to exclude 
from our thoughts thoſe in which we differ. We 
agree in knowing what are our rights, and in dar- 
ing to aſſert them. If the rights of men be duties 
to God, we are in this reſpect of one religion. 
Our. creed of civil faith is the fame. We agree in 
thinking that there is not an individual among our 
millions, whoſe happineſs can be eſtabliſhed on any 
foundation ſo rational and fo ſolid, as on the hap- 
pineſs of the whole community We agree, 


therefore, in the neceſſity of giving political value 
and ſtation to the great majority of the people ; ; 
an 
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| declaring, We can have no Conſtitution— 


4 ) 


and we think that whoever defires an „ 
Conſtitution, without including the great body of 


the people, muſt on his on principles be convict . 
ed of political perſecution, and political monopoly. 
If the preſent electors be themſelves a morbid part 


of our conſtitution, where are we to recur for re- 


dreſs but to the whole community? 4 A more 
unjuſt and abſurd conftitution cannot be adviſed, 
than that which condemns the natives of a country 
to perpetual ſervitude, under the arbitrary dominj- 
on of ſtrangers and ſlaves,” 


We agree in thinking, that the firſt and moſt in- 


diſpenſable condition of the laws in a free ſtate, is 
the aſſent of thoſe whoſe obedience they require, 


and for whoſe benefit only they are deſigned. 


Without, therefore, an impartial and adequate 


Repreſentation of the community, we agree in 
-no 
Country no Ireland. Without this, our m—_ 
revolution we declare to be fallacious and ideal 

thing much talked of, but neither felt nor a 
The Act of Iriſh Sovereignty has been merely 
toſſed out of the Engliſh Houſes into the Cabinet 
of the Miniſter ; and nothing remains to the Peo- 
ple, who of right are every thing, but a ſervile 


_ Majeſty and a ragged Independence. 


We call moſt earneſtly on every great and good 


Man, who at the late Era ſpoke or ated for his 


Country, to confider leſs of what was done than 
of what there remains to do. We call upon their 
ſenatorial wiſdom to confider the monſtrous and 
immeaſurable diſtance which ſeparates, in this 


iſland, the ranks of ſocial life, makes labour in- 
effectual, taxation unproductive, and divides the 


nation 


al 

nation into petty deſpotifm and public miſery. 
We call upon their tutelar genius, to remember, 
that government is inftituted to remedy, not to 
render more grievous the natural inequality of 
mankind, and that unleſs the rights of the whole 
community be afferted, anarchy (we cannot call it 
government) muſt continue to prevail, where the 
ſtrong tyrannize, the rich oppreſs, and the mals are 
brayed in a mortar. We call upon them, therefore, 
to build their arguments and their actions on the 
broad platform of general good, which muſt ever 
exclaim againſt the rights of nature being enjoyed 
merely by connivance, and the rights of conſcience 
merely by toleration. If you raiſe up a prone peo- 
ple, let it not be merely to their knees. Let the 
Nation ſtand. Then will it caſt away the bad habit 
of ſervitude, which has brought with it indolence, 
ignorance, an extinction of our faculties, an aban- 
donment of our very nature. Then will every 
right obtained, every franchiſe exerciſed, prove a 
ſeed of ſobriety, induſtry, and regard to character, 
and the manners of the people will be fermed on 
the model of their free conſtitution. 


This rapid expoſition of our principles, our ob- 
ject, and our rule of conduct, muſt naturally ſug- 
geſt the wiſh of multiplying fimilar Societies, and 
the propriety of addreſſing ſuch a defire to you.— 
Is it neceſſary for us to requeſt, that you will hold 
out your Hand, and open your Heart to your 
Countryman, Townſman, Neighbour ! Can 
you form a hope for political redemption, and by 
political penalties, or civil excommunications, with- 
hold the. Rights of Nature from your Brother ? 
We beſeech you to rally all the Friends of Liberty 
within your circle round a Society of this kind as 

a centre. 


| 
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a centre. Draw together your beſt and braveſt 
thoughts, your beſt and braveſt men. Tou will 
experience, as we have done, that theſe Points of 


Union will quickly attract numbers, while the aſ- 


ſemblage of ſuch Societies, acting in concert, mov- 
ing as one body, with one impulſe and one direc- 
tion, will, in no long time, become not parts of 
the nation, but the nation itſelf; ſpeaking with its 


voice, expreſſing its will, reſiſtleſs in its power. 


We again entreat you to look around for Men fit 
to form thoſe Stable Supports on which Ireland 
may reſt the Lever of Liberty. If there be but 
Ten, take thoſe Ten. If there be but Two, take 
thoſe Two; and truſt with confidence to the fin- 
cerity of your intention, the juſtice of your cauſe, 
and the ſupport of your Country. | 


Two objects intereſt the Nation—A Plan of 
Repreſentation, =and the means of accompliſhing 
it. Theſe Societies will be a moſt powerful 
means. But a popular Plan would itſelf be a means 
for its own accompliſhment. We have, therefore, 
to requeſt, that you will favour us with your ideas 
reſpecting the Plan which appears to you moſt eli- 
gible and practicable, on the preſent more enlarged 
and liberal principles which actuate the People; at 
the ſame time giving your ſentiments upon our 
National Coalition, on the means of promoting it, 
and on the political ſtate and diſpoſition of the 
county or town where you reſide. We know what 
reſiſtance will be made to your patriotic efforts by 
thoſe who triumph over the diſunion and degrada- 
tion of their Country. The greater the neceſſity 
for reform, the greater probably will. be the re- 
ſiſtance. We know that there is much ſpirit that 
requires being brought into maſs, as well as much 

„ | maſſy 


: 1 
maſſy body that muſt be refined into ſpirit. We 
have many enemies, and no enemy is contemptible. 


We do not deſpiſe the enemies of the Union, the 


Liberty and the Peace of Ireland, but we are not 
of a nature, nor have we encouraged the habit of 
fearing any Man, or any Body of Men, in an ho- 
neſt and honourable cauſe. In great undertakings, 


like the preſent, we declare, that we have found it 


always more difficult to attempt, than to accom- 


pliſn. The People of Ireland muſt perform all that 
they wiſh, if they attempt all that they can. 


Signed by Order, 
JAMES NAPPER TAN DV, Sc. 


To whom Letters on this ſubject are to be addreſſed. 
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